Letter from John Henry Jenks to Almina Crawford Jenks; November 21, 1863 by Jenks, John Henry, 1823-1864
Camp Adirondack Washington Nov 21/63 
Dear Wife yours came to hand to 
day, and I will begin a letter to 
so to send it out tomorrow. Most evry 
day brings something new, ours is the only 
Regt. except the Invilid Corps left in 
Washington, and ours is ordered down to the 
city to go into the barracks; so I expect 
we shall move the middle of the week. 
The Col. has issued an order for all 
women to leave the camp by tuesday the 
24th, and all persons not belonging to the 
Regt,, If we move into barracks there 
will be no chance for them. John A. 
Parkers wife has been sick for a week 
so she could not sit up, much of the 
time. I dont know what he will do with 
her. The Col. has been very indulgent 
to let them stay out here so long, and they 
ought to be satisfied now to go home. I think 
by the duty they are going to put upon us they 
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intend we should stay here sorne tirne. 
15 of our Regt. are to be selected to 
act as detectives in and around 
the city, and, we are to do the the patroling 
Mr. Burbank has just been in to see 
what to do with his wife, says she is 
sick of fever, also a Mr. Wards wife 
now they are in a peck of trouble; the 
fact is it is no place for women, these 
cloth houses are not protection enough 
for thern, and women are so liable to 
be sick, and then who will take care 
of thern, Soldiers rnust attend to their 
duty for the Government at any rate. 
I would like to have you be out here 
with rne very rnuch if I had a Corn. 
but under the present circumstances 
would not, as for your going out to 
sewing, to support yourself here I shall 
never consent to it while you can live 
there with the children comfortable. 
The wet season has just cornrnenced 
here and it will probably last for 
months, and I should fear your health 
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would suffer, and then the idea of your 
being off to some house, in the city and I 
not permitted to see you oftner once or 
twice a week would be shocking. there 
will be no place in the barracks for wom-
en for a whole company ocupy one 
building. Lieut,, Stone said to night 
he would not have his wife out here 
for $50, he knew she would be sick. 
A good sized room in the city will rent 
for $3, a week and it is almost imposs-
-ible to get any at all, they are so scarce. 
I tried to get on the detective to day 
but they told me to hold on and I should 
have a better place, so I am going to hold 
on, but the star of hope is at a great 
distance to all appearances. Things move 
slow, but time flies swiftly, but I hope 
this war will come to an end soon. 
It has rained steadily all day, and 
looks as though it might be a long storm. 
I have beautiful music in my tent 
this eve which reminds me of old New 
England, the sole perf armer is one of 
those old fashioned house-crickets which 
has taken up his abode behind our stove 
and is as "merry as a cricket". I tell you 
it sounds good I wish I could take 
him with me when we move. I have taken 
cold to day and my throat feels some 
sore to night, not only my throat but it 
extends down to my lungs. I have bought 
3 sticks of cough candy for 10 cts which 
I am taking, hoping it will benefit me. 
I was paid $34 two months pay last Wednesday. 
$15 of it I sent to the Hadwin and the remainder 
to you 
with the addition of $1. to it, to make out your 
allotment, I think I paid out enough for 
the family to make up what you paid 
Lowell for the team to carry me to Worcester 
so that will make us all square on that 
point. I have $1 . left which I shall try to 
get along with untill next pay day. 
I have butter enough to last me several weeks 
and the cakes still hold out. 
Sunday - I am feeling much better this 
morn, my throat is almost entirely well. 
The sun shines out again. I hope 
it will be pleasant awhile so Gen Meade 
can give Lee another set-too. You need 
not pay for the Barre paper, to come to me 
any longer for I feel as though we could 
not afford it, although it is quite accepta-
-ble. I send you some papers to day. 
You said in your letter you cut two of your toes 
off, how did you do it? What a pity. Tell Flora 
I want she should read the piece I have markd 
for her. I send Nellies, letter, with lots of love 
to you and Flora I must close. Remember 
me to all- write often-
Yours in love J. Henry Jenks 
